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ALL SOULS: DAY. 


The Faithful Departed 


THE Church of God is one, but it is divided into - 

three parts. It consists, first of all, of the Church 
Triumphant, the Saints of God who have finished their 
course here, and have now entered into their reward 
in heaven; secondly of the Church Expectant, the 
souls of the faithful departed who have passed from 
this world and are now being prepared for the glory 
of heaven ; and thirdly of the Church Militant, those 
who in this world are still fighting their battle against 
the world, the flesh and the devil. The state of the 
souls in the Church Expectant is commonly known as 
purgatory, as in it they are being purified from the 
stains of sin. When we speak of them as the faithful 
departed we mean they are those who belong to the 
Faith, not that they have been necessarily very faithful ; 
ust as by “ the faithful ” on earth we mean those who 
belong here to the Christian Faith. 


As the Church is one, it follows that death is not a 
complete barrier between the different parts. The 
Church is bound together in a bond of prayer. Christians 
on earth are aided by the prayers of the Saints in heaven, 
for whose prayers they ask. No doubt also they are 
aided by-the prayers of the faithful departed ; but in 
public worship it has never been the custom to ask for 
those prayers, since there is no early tradition of such a 
custom to guide us. Members of the Church on earth 
pray for the souls of the departed, and do so with 
confidence that their prayers avail to help them in their . 
preparation for heaven. Especially has it been the 
custom for Christians to offer the sacrifice of the altar 
for the souls of the departed, at the time of their death, 
and at their anniversaries, and at other times. 


is} 
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All Souls Day 


The Commemoration of the Souls of All the Faithful 
Departed, which is commonly known as All Souls Day, 
is normally the day after All Saints Day. When how- 
ever, All Saints Day falls on a Saturday, All Souls Day 
is on the following Monday, in order that it may not 
take the place of the weekly commemoration of the 
resurrection of our Lord on Sunday. The observance 
of a special day for remembering the dead, as that of 
many feasts, spread gradually through the Church over 
along period. By the seventh century it was the custom 
for some of the religious houses to keep a special day 
of prayer for their departed brethren and benefactors ; 
then in the year 998, St Odilo, the abbot of the great “ 
monastery of Cluny, ordered this to be done for his 
own order on November 2nd. The monastery of 
Cluny was the chief house of a great and centralised 
order, so that what was done there became the practice 
in a large number of houses elsewhere. Before long 
what was being done in the Cluniac monasteries was 
also being adopted in other churches, until it became 
the general custom throughout Western Christendom. 
The Commemoration of All Souls appealed to the 
instincts of Christian people, though there never was 
a formal decree imposing its observance on the Church. 


The Services of All Souls Day 


When St Odilo ordered the observance of All Souls 
Day, “‘ to keep with joyful affection the memory of all 
the faithful departed,” he directed that his monks 
should say the Office of the Dead and celebrate Requiem 
Masses. We shall here chiefly consider the Masses for 
All Souls Day. 


From the first word of the Jntroit (the opening 
chant), we have come to call the Mass for the Dead a 
“Requiem.” “ Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord ” 
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is the recurrent theme of the services for the dead, and 
is here the antiphon to the psalm-verse “Thou, O 
God, art praised in Sion, and unto thee shall the vow 
be performed in Jerusalem,” the beginning of Psalm 
65, which is addressed to the God unto whom “ shall 
all flesh come.” 


Three different Masses are provided for All Souls 
Day, the second and third being, except for the prayers, 
the same as those for the anniversary of the dead and 
for the ordinary Mass for the dead. The three Masses 
are provided because of the custom that has arisen of 
priests celebrating three times on this day, originally 
because of the great numbers of requests that they 
had to remember particular dead people on this occasion. 
The structure of the Mass is the same in each case, 
only the prayers and Epistle and Gospel varying. In 
the first Mass, after the Collect in which we pray that 
through our devout supplications the faithful may 
“obtain the pardon they have alway desired”; the 
Epistle is from I Corinthians, where St. Paul teaches us 
how “ this mortal must put on immorality,” since God 
“* giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


In the Gradual, the chant after the Epistle, we pray 
again for rest and pardon for the departed, and then, 
as in some other Masses, we have a Sequence, or special 
hymn. That for the dead is the famous hym Dies Irae 
(English Hymnal 351), a hymn of the divine judgment 
which speaks of the seriousness of the account we must ° 
all render. In imagery taken from the holy Scriptures, 
it speaks to us of the last day, and of the coming of 
the Judge.. The Judge is none other than our Lord 
himself, to whom we can appeal in confidence for mercy : 


“Think, kind Jesu, my salvation 
Caused thy wondrous Incarnation : 
Leave me not to reprobation.” 
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So we remember that the Judge and the Saviour are 
the same Person, one from whom we can look for 
mercy as well as justice : 


“Through the sinful Mary shriven, 
Through the dying thief forgiven, 
Thou to me a hope hast given.” 


Finally, applying all these things to the souls of the 
departed, we add the prayer : 


“Lord all pitying, Jesu blest, 
Grant them thine eternal rest.” 


The Gospel of this Mass (St John v. 25 ff) teaches 
us the same lesson in our Lord’s own words: “ the 
Father has given the Son authority to execute judgment 
also, because he is the Son of Man.” 


In the second Mass, normally that for the anniversary 
of the dead, the Lesson for the Epistle is from the second 
book of Maccabees, and shows us how the devout Jews, 
even before the coming of our Lord, realised their duty 
of praying for the dead. Judas Maccabaeus, having 
found that many who had died for their religion had 
yet sinned against God, sent money to Jerusalem for 
a sin-offering, ‘‘ doing therein very well and honestly, 
in that he was mindful of the resurrection,” and he is 
commended, as it was “‘ a holy and good thought.” 


The Gospel for the second Mass is from St John 
vi. (37ff), where our Lord teaches us that itis his Father’s 
will that he should lose nothing of that which has been 
given him, “ but should raise it up again at the last day.” 


In the third Mass, the Lesson is from the Revelation 
(xiv. 13), and is one of the seven blessings of that 
book, the blessing of those “‘ which die in the Lord.” 
The corresponding Gospel (St John vi. 51) contains our 
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Lord’s teaching that they who feed on the Bread of 
life themselves receive eternal life, and will be raised 
up at the last day. 


The Offertory-verse is much longer than usual, and is 
addressed to our Lord, praying him to deliver the souls 
of the faithful departed from the powers of darkness. 


In the Communion-verse we again pray for rest and 
light for the departed with the Saints for evermore. 


Of other services for the dead, the best known is that 
of Vespers, which follows Evensong for the day on 
All Souls’ Eve. Its psalms are specially chosen to 
remind us of the needs of the holy souls. Of these the 
most famifjar is Psalm 130 (De Profundis), which we 
frequently use as a prayer for the dead. We take it as 
an example of how we may use the Psalms in our 
devotions. It is in effect a little meditation; we put 
ourselves in the place of the expectant souls, and in 
their name we say “ Out of the deep have I called unto 
thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice.” We think, as 
we do in the hymn Dies Irae, of the judgment and 
mercy of God: “If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to 
mark what is done amiss: O Lord, who may abide 
it ? For there is mercy with thee.” Still thinking of 
things as though we were among the holy souls, we 
say “ I look for the Lord ; my soul doth wait for him ” ; 
trying to realise the longing that these souls have to 
come into the closer presence of God. The Psalm closes 
with the promise of redemption: ‘“‘ And he shall 
redeem Israel from all his sins.”” Then, as we normally 
end the Psalms with “‘ Glory be to the Father,” we now 
close this, as all the Psalms we use for the dead, with 
the direct prayer to God on their behalf: ‘“‘ Rest 
eternal grant unto them, O Lord : and let light perpetual 
shine upon them.” 


Our prayers at other times 


As the feasts of the Church are reminders to us of 
the devotion we should have at all times, so All Souls 
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Day is to represent in a special way the obligation which 
is always ours of praying for the departed. If it was a 
holy and good thought of Judas Maccabaeus, with his 
imperfect knowledge, to pray for the dead, it is our 
clear duty. Men take great pains to honour their dead, 
yet as St Augustine teaches us, “Care taken over 
burial, the manner of sepulture, the pomp of funerals, 
are rather comforts for the living than aids to the dead ”’; 
but our prayers, and the offerings of the holy Sacrifice, 
are means by which we can give them what they most 
need. “‘ But if these supplications, which are made in 
a right faith and devotion for the dead, are lacking, 
I think,” he adds, “that it would in nowise profit 
their spirits, even though their lifeless bodies were laid 
in holy places.” It behoves us therefore as Christian 
people to remember those who have died in the Lord, 
and to show the reality of our belief in the Communion 
of Saints by the devotion with which at all times, and 
especially on All Souls Day, we bring their needs 
before God. 


A Prayer for the Faithful Departed 


O God, whose property is ever to haye mercy and 
to forgive: have compassion upon the souls of thy 
servants and handmaidens, and forgive them all their 
sins ; that being delivered from the bonds of this our 
mortal nature, they may be found worthy to enter into 
life. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


